Antenatal genetic counselling: implications for population screening.
Only 1-2% of newborns have a congenital abnormality, yet it is responsible for the much greater proportion of mortality and morbidity in infancy and in childhood as well as during pregnancy. Because of this prevalence, there have been many developments in screening and diagnosis of congenital abnormality. Yet there are a number of limitations about how the screening and diagnostic service is currently operated. These limitations centre on the information that is provided, who undertakes the counselling, and their training and support provided to parents in making important decisions.